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Reconciliation 


John Nevin Sayre, Chairman of 
the International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, writing in the FOR 
magazine, reviews some neglected 
history. For instance, a month or 
more before the atom bombs hit 
Hiroshima, Japan’s Emperor ask- 
ed the Russian Embassy to inform 
the U. S. that Japan wanted to 
surrender. (This can be confirmed 
in the findings of the American 
Bombing Survey Commission sent 
to Japan in 1946). As the weeks 
passed without a reply, the Emper- 
or, knowing that the military 
clique opposed surrender, secretly 
made two radio records announcing 
the official surrender of Japan and 
telling his people to accept the 
Americans as friends. One of 
these records was hidden in the 
broadcasting station, the other se- 
ereted in the palace, then the peo- 
ple were told to listen to a broad- 
east by the Emperor at a certain 
time. The military found the rec- 
ord in the palace and smashed it, 
but the other radio record broad- 
cast the Emperor’s message of sur- 
render. Certain war lords com- 
mitted suicide, — but peace came 
at last. 

Missionaries told Dr. Sayre that 
the Japanese expected the Ameri- 
cans to come in and pillage and 
plunder and had therefore evacu- 
ated many women and children to 
the country; the newspapers urged 
the men of Japan to fight to the 
last and in some places the coun- 
try people were sharpening bam- 
boo poles as final weapons. In- 
stead, the first American troops 
to march upon Japanese soil moved 
in without rifles and swinging both 
arms, so their peaceful intent 
would be obvious. Soon evac- 
uees began to return, while the 
smiling Americans quietly patrol- 
led the streets. “Gen. MacArthur’s 
wisdom, tact and the discipline 
and the restraint of the American 
GI’s — along with the Emperor’s 
courageous broadcast, — wrought 
a miracle of reconciliation.” 


HE CHRISTIAN CHURCH today must stand for something. Too 
often the church only takes issue on those matters which most men 
regard lightly. The church must courageously take issue on those things 
that matter most. If the church does that, it and its leaders will be de- 
nounced by the extremists, by those who follow hate instead of love, vio- 
lence instead of persuasion, shouted half-truths instead of truth. But only 
as the Christian church performs such a task can there be hope. It seems 
now that modern nations have no other conscience but the voice of the 
church. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


AR FEVER AT HIGH PITCH AGAIN: Yet we still forecast no 

war with Russia. The shooting down of an American military 
plane over the Baltic, the reported appearance of Soviet submarines 
off the West Coast and other incidents are being exploited to the full 
by drum beaters in press and radio. But significant elements in the 
situation are not adequately reaching the public: The Baltic shooting, 
while deplorable, was not as one-sided, as black and white as it has been 
made to appear. Both Russia and the U. S. are scouting the other’s 
defense perimeters. No one denies that. Remember the American sub- 
marine lost in Arctic waters not far from Russian Arctic areas a few 
months ago? , 

The Baltic Sea is as important to Russia as the Panama Canal 
zone is to the U. S. Look at a map and you will see why. It is the 
gateway to Russia’s throat. While our Navy plane was “unarmed”, the 
AP reported a congressman’s statement to his constituency as revealing 
“three radar experts” among other specialists on board and explained 
that “it is highly important that we test the Russian radar net.” <A 
plane doesn’t “get lost” or far “off course” with that many experts near 
areas known as about the most heavily fortified in the world. What 
would our armed forces do if Russian planes flew around the Panama 
Canal, where we also have very severe security regulations? Our patrols, 
we believe, would do their utmost to prevent an “incident,” — whereas 
the Communist military are known to be abrupt, brutal and heartless. 
But our Baltic plane was not just looking for a place to have a picnic 
lunch. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF ALL THIS: The Russians think we in- 
tend to attack them, — while we are told every day that they are pre- 
paring to strike us. They have no faith in us and we have no faith in them 
— because of the warlike actions on both sides — thus peaceful negotia- 
tions have seemingly ceased and a state of war seemingly exists. 

HERE’S WHY the Russians think we mean to lead an attack 
against them: Immediately after the war we began to pour billions in 
military equipment into Turkey and trained a large Turkish army and 
air power — all within a few minutes by air from major Russian cities. 
(See full-page story on American arms in Turkey in N. Y. Times, March 
28th.) We did the same thing in Greece and, with the British, have kept 
air bases in hand for quick expansion through the Near East and east- 
ern Mediterranean — all close to vital Russian interests. We are, in 
semi-secrecy, rebuilding Japan into an American military and bomber 
base; through the Atlantic Pact, we are building a military alliance with 
several nations within striking distance of Russia. As any sane person 
can see, the Russians look at us now as we would look at them if they had 
taken over the creation of a large army and air power in Mexico and fol- 
lowed up with the same process in Cuba, Guatemala, Nova Scotia, ete. 

(continued on NEXT page) 





Militarism in Education 

An 80-page report, “Militarism 
in Education’, has been issued by 
a group of America’s leading edu- 
eators, scientists, clergymen, writ- 
ers and other distinguished citi- 
zens. Among these are the names 
of Albert Einstein, Louis Brom- 
field, Bishop Kennedy, Pearl Buck, 
and many others. 

This report charges that the 
American educational systems are 
being undermined and the ideals 
of American education destroyed 
by “the systematic and well finan- 
ced efforts of the National Military 
Establishment to penetrate and in- 
fluence the civilian education in 
America.” 

The group of distinguished citi- 
zens cites the ‘‘desperate need in 
the world for peace’? as requiring 
“leadership commensurate with the 
need,”’ but that our educational in- 
stitutions from which such leader- 
ship must come are being slowly 
narrowed down and beaten down to 
ineffectiveness and fruitlessness by 
encroachment of military power in 
our school system. Instead of free 
inquiry, the report charges that the 
military projects now permeating 
our educational system “build up 
walls within an otherwise open aca- 
demic atmosphere.” ‘Moreover,’ 
they said, ‘‘whenever military se- 
crecy becomes important to a college 
or university, the political opinion 
of students and_ professors, 
their associations, become  im- 
portant and may be the basis for 
their investigation and dismissal.” 

“Already in some colleges,” the 
group asserted, “military subsidy 
of research has led to government 
investigation of students and fac- 
ulty directly involved; it has placed 
some schools in the position where 
they are increasingly dependent 
upon military funds for their ex- 
istance. Military training and 
large military faculties have in 
some other schools tended to bring 
the discipline and attitudes of West 
Point or Annapolis into the nor- 


mally free academic atmosphere of 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Militarism in Education 
(continued) 
a civilian college.” 

The report also claimed that 
“psychologically the university sci- 
entists and engineers as well as 
college administrators who main- 
tain financial relationships with 
the military tend to think and act 
in the interests of the military.” 

Asserting that “military education 
subordinates truth to what it 
chooses to call discipline,” the 
group stated that ‘‘Peace cannot 
come to the world while men im- 
itate the gestures of the war-makers. 
Yet war-making is taught in more 
than ‘a hundred colleges, each of 
which has its department of Mil- 
itary Science and Tactics, while 
only two or three colleges in the 
country have specific courses in or 


Departments of Peace.’”’ 


The report draws six conclusions 
as a result of comparing military 
training with other courses in the 
college curriculum: 

“1) R.O.T.C. courses have a po- 
sition of more prominence in the 
college curriculum than is true 
of most of the social sciences or 
of religion. 

“2) A number of 
have a military science department 
with larger staffs than the faculties 
of some of smaller colleges. 
The size of the military staff in- 


universities 


our 


evitably means a wide influence on 
the faculty, on the administration, 
and in the community. 

“3 
eal and 
courses, ranging from agriculture 


A larger number of techni- 
schools pre-professional 
to engineering and pre-dentistry, 
offer little or nothing in the way 
of courses in sociology, govern- 
ment, and economics. As a result 
body of farmers, 
technicians, and professional men 
in the United States have 
indoctrinated with militarism in 
college, but have had no subject 
emphasizing an international point 


a considerable 


been 


of view or the problems of govern- 
ment. 

“4) In many which re- 
quire military training for grad- 
uation it is possible to fulfill re- 
quirements without having taken 
sociology, 
ment. 

“5) In some military 
training is the one subject taken 


schools 


economies, or govern- 


schools 


by everyone, and hence the mili- 
tary instructors and military phil- 
have influence on 
student thinking than is true of 
any other department. 


osophy more 


“6§) There is a greater emphasis 
on military training in agricultur- 
al and mechanical schools than in 
any other type, yet it is the agri- 
culturalists and the engineers who 
are most likely to be deferred from 
military service in the event of 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


Of course, adequate defense of our hemisphere may be regarded as 
a reasonable responsibility, hut straining to extend our strength to all the 
corners of the earth is poor military strategy, disastrous economics and 
provocative of war. Even though we desire it we can’t hold back history 
among all the peoples of the earth. None of this is said in defense of com- 
munism which we condemn in all its evil content as strongly and com- 
pletely as any. But Between The Lines is dedicated to the prevention of 
war — “by the revelation and correction of the causes of war’? — and here 
we are flat up against the stuff of which wars are made. 


Remember, there are two Moscows — the Moscow of world revo- 
lutionary plotting and promoting, and the Moscow of Russian national 
life. The Russian military belong to the latter and are prepared strongly 
to counter our every move that threatens “Holy Mother Russia.” The 
Communists are another world, working around and under the army 
and under the whole structure of society throughout the world. We can’t 
stop the Communists by fighting the Russian army. But we can stop 
communism without forcing those responsible for the defense of Russia 
into a war justifiable from their viewpoint. 


But military thinking has so mesmerized our leadership since 1939 
that we have missed the whole point of the technique used in advancing 
communism. Instead of strengthening the peace of the world while we got 
at communism on the level where it really makes its advances, as we did 
so effectively with the Marshall plan, we have carried out a world-wide 
military adventure that is not only disastrously draining our national 
economy but has also convinced Russia we are preparing to attack them. 
As a result, the counter moves they make, the thrusts of brutal retalia- 
tion which are inevitable, are immediately interpreted here as “See, they 
are getting ready to strike. Another Pearl Harbor is coming.” 

IN THE FACE OF ALL THIS, we repeat our forecast so often 
presented to our readers in the past when many “experts” were predicting 
war “soon” — that war with Russia is yet very unlikely in the forseeable 
future because the Russian Communists still have their eyes on these 
objectives: 

1. They know that war, with attack from without, unites a people. 
Communism seeks to divide nations, split them open from within 
— as in China, Czechoslovakia, ete. 

2. The Communist doctrinaire teaches that the economic tides of the 
world are moving their way — that time is on their side; that, 
while a war would bring the chaos which would in the end aid 
communism, it would likely also destroy Russia — the “mother- 
land of the Soviets.” Hence in the Kremlin psychology, as re- 
vealed by their own literature, it is better to “move with time.” 

3. Relative to the above, the Communists teach that, in the latter 
days of capitalism, the capitalist nations will in their increasing 
anxiety pile their armament expenditures higher and higher un- 
til a great economic collapse will occur. Hence it is a deliberate 
part of the Communist plan to keep us stirred up so that we will 

This is the “master plan.” While they 
kept us in an uproar over the Berlin blockade, they worked from 
within the poverty and desperation of the Chinese people, — and 
the Moscow-trained Chinese Communists took China because 
China Communist. But China went Communist 
from WITHIN with Rusian armed power participating. This 
should awaken us as to what is wrong with our technique, — for 
while we drain our economy to build vast armaments with our 
focused on Russia, communism takes over China from 
UNDERNEATH — from WITHIN, that great lump made up 
of one-fourth the world’s population. Before that, while they 
kept us in tumult over pressure on Greece and Italy, they played 
upon the disillusionment and despair of the Czechoslovakian 
people — and communism engulfed Czechoslovakia. They are 
still following their “master plan” and it is working well. In terms 
of the Kremlin’s long view, it is not hard to see how the drumbeat- 
ers in America are among the most effective Communist allies. 


spend - spend - spend. 


had become 


eyes 


4. Communism, like every other plan of world conquest, can only go 
so far without ramming into the human instinct for independence 
and freedom. Moscow is having serious trouble in Poland where 
open revolt has been threatening; in Yugoslavia where open re- 
volt has cracked the Red world from top to bottom. Also, con- 
trary to headlines — China is far from subdued. The people are 
not resisting their Communist leaders, but Moscow knows that 
the Chinese have been an independent, freedom-loving, democrat- 
ic people for centuries — long before there was even a Russia on 
the map — or an England or an America. The Chinese people 
will not tolerate foreign domination long — not now in this 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Militarism in Education 
(continued) 

war, precisely because their non- 

military skills are more essential 

to the nation than any military 

skills they might have.” 

The report claims that the 
Navy’s Holloway Plan, which pays 
all college bills and provides $50 
a month allowance for naval R.O. 
T.C. men and which the Army 
plans to adopt, discriminates against 
students who are needed for such 
civilian activities as “labor problems 
and international relations. The 
fact is that no similar appropria- 
tions are aimed at helping the best 
students go into needed civilian 
service in the realm of career di- 
plomacy, medicine and teaching.” 

The report referred to “the grow- 
ing dependence of universities upon 
military or other government funds” 
and stated that some “universities 
that maintain or hope to establish 
financial relationships with the fed- 
eral government have chosen poli- 
ticians, military men, or highly 
placed government employees with 
contacts in Washington to serve as 
their Presidents or Chancellors.” 


Another section of the report 
dealing with military schools 
claims that “a large number of 
schools and colleges operate under 
a strict military system because 
they believe in militarism in edu- 
cation, not because they are train- 
ing soldiers.” One reason for this, 
the group charged, is that “the 
military does not want any effec- 
tive rival to West Point and An- 
napolis as training schools for ca- 
reer officers.” 


“The military, in other words, 
prefers not to realize the full pos- 
sibilities of the full program of 
the military colleges and junior 
colleges, in order to concentrate 
on getting the military camel in 
the civilian tent. As it stands 
now, neither the military schools 
nor the military units in the col- 
leges do much for the Military 
Establishment beyond pushing mil- 
itary discipline into the field of 
education and winning supporters 
for the Military Establishment 
and philosophy.” 

The report suggested that mili- 
tary training could be confined 
to military schools and “Research 
in colleges could be financed by 
a civilian department of govern- 
ment” such as “a National Science 
Foundation.” 


The report concluded: “Educa- 
tion has the choice of being used 
as a tool of the military in its 
effort to achieve power, or of be- 
ing the servant of all the people. 
Only if education is free from mili- 
tarism can it really be the instru- 
ment through which democracy and 
peace may be achieved.” 


Steel Probe 


A special congressional commit- 


tee has been investigating the 
action of the U. S. Steel Corp., 


America’s largest steel producer, 
the recent price boost that 
came at the same time the steel 
they had 
made the biggest profits in history 
in 1949! The steel companies have 
pleaded that the price boost was 
nec 


and 


companies announced 


ssary because of the approach- 
ing increased cost of the pension 
that accepted 
after the long strike of last fall. 
Labor economists and many others 
not associated with the labor or- 
ganizations have insisted that the 
price boost was entirely unjustified 
and the steel com- 
panies with callous indifference to 


} , 
nave been 


systems 


have charged 


the public welfare in demanding a 
greater tax from our economic sys- 
tem at a time when the public 
could least afford to pay it and the 
steel companies were clearing their 
largest history. All 
economists recognize that the price 


profits in 


of steel aifects almost everything 
made and used in For 


the steel corporations to boost their 


America. 


prices when their profits were high- 
est would be like our Government 


boosting income taxes when the 
U. S. treasury was accumulating 
huge surpluses each year, — ac- 


cording to some congressmen and 
economists who challenge the steel 
companies’ action. 

In the congressional committee 
hearings, however, so much pres- 
sure has been brought upon those 
who dare testify against the steel 
interests that 
Celler, congressman from N. Y., 
was compelled to issue a statement 


Chairman Emanuel 


on April 15th, promising to pro- 
tect all steel users who were re- 
luctant to testify before his mono- 
poly 
fear of reprisals from the big steel 
firms. The United Press reported 
on April 15th that Mr. Celler had 


said that countless persons — most- 


investigating committee for 


ly fabricators and businessmen — 
wanted to testify, but feared the 
steel producers would try to force 
them out of business, if they did 


so. The fact that the steel execu- 
tives denied having taken such ac- 
tion against those who _ testified 


does not erase the fact that steel 
companies in the past have used 
their influence, too, to foree manu- 
facturers to their viewpoint during 
many when steel was 
scarce and a company’s survival 
depended getting a fair 
quota of the metal that was being 
produced. 


periods 


upon 


The Government’s Anti-trust Di- 
vision has received many complaints 
from businessmen in the past that 
support the likelihood of Congress- 
man Celler’s complaint being factual. 


One businessman has stated, “You 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





DISTORTING THE SUN 
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The full meaning of evil versus good is brought into sharp 
focus with man’s newly developed capacity to lay hold on the 
forces of the sun itself as he has in the instance of atomic and 
hydrogen energy. God provided man with the sun for warmth, 
comfort, light, growth and abundant sustenance. But God also 
made man a free creature, possessing a nobility of intellect and 
moral choice which lifted him above all other creatures and to a 
position of companionship with God. Man has, however, been 
inclined to emphasize intellect and neglect the importance of 
moral choice. ‘‘What I know” and ‘‘what I want’’ has had endless 
precedence over “‘what is right.””. Now man has pursued this 
choice up to the very sun itself. His evil choices have always 
torn down the good, the needful and beneficial, although all the 
myriads of little choices didn’t seem to matter. But now he has 
reached the ultimate. Only divine grace, the miracle of God’s 
intervention in human life, will meet this climactic emergency in 
the history of man. : 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


century with the world of color so vitally astir. Thus the Krem- 
lin is uneasy about China. American industrialist Paul Hoff- 
mann, chief of the Marshall Plan, reports evidence that a crack 
is coming in the satellite front. Authoritative and thoughtful 
columnist Walter Lipmann reports in the same vein as Hoffmann. 
Red purges all through the Communist world reveal the tensions, 
unrest and discontent behind the iron curtain. One news story 
states that 15 top Russian generals and admirals have either 
vanished or committed suicide in the past six months! 
— this is no time for war. 

BUT FOR AMERICA IT IS A GREAT CHANCE FOR COUNTER 
ATTACK ON PSYCHOLOGICAL LEVELS — on the level of man’s 
mind and heart, — where the Communists are striking — and 
where we have accomplished so little. 

Will we have the vision, the leadership to seize the oppor- 
tunity ? 

See our next issue for a report on what can be done. 


‘*Porrtics ARE VERY CONFUSING?” cracks the freshman con- 
gressman as he drops exhausted in his private swivel chair. If 
it’s confusing to the man close-in, what about the folks at home whose 
news is sereened through the political preferences and economic pressures. 
Ifere are some top domestic issues now so be-fogged in the public eye: 
HOUSING — The Administration Housing Program, providing adequate 
housing for low income families, got blocked in Congress through the 
efforts of the powerful real estate lobbies. The crippled housing bill that 
was passed offers some aid to the $8,000 to $10,000 house builder with 
Government financing as an added stimulus but with controls remain- 
ing in the hands of the real estate interests and mortgage banks and 

(continued on NEXT page) 


For Russia 


Steel Probe 


(continued) 

either play along with those big 
boys or you don’t get the stuff and 
they squeeze you out.” The un- 
just and undemocratic use of busi- 
ness pressure to maintain high 
price levels at the expense of little 
businessmen cannot be long toler- 
ated in such a basie industry as 
steel and, as every politician and 
businessman knows, the issue of 
“nationalization” stands in the 
background of this entire contro- 
versy. Any essential source indus- 
try, necessary for the maintenance 
of active, widespread production, 
must be operated with public inter- 
est first and profit second, — or re- 
form becomes inevitable. Nation- 
alization is the extreme measure 
of reform that has been provoked 
in other countries by the persis- 
tence of monopolistic powers on 
the part of a few. 





GOP and Youth 


Our frequent reports on the 
failure of the Republican Party to 
provide a loyal and sincere voice 
of opposition to the party in power 
has been borne out by a recent find- 
ing of the Gallup Institute of 
Opinion. Young people just com- 
ing into voting age are turning to 
the Democratic Party two to one, 
according to Gallup. Over 2 mil- 
lion young people attain voting 
age annually, — or about 9 million 
between elections, — and offer each 
party a real test of its ability to 
meet the changing needs and ideas 
of growing America. While the 
proportion of these who bother to 
vote is usually smaller than among 
older people, nevertheless this is 
an important election bloc. The 
young people want a better world 
and are much more inclined to fol- 
low leadership which strives in that 
direction, than to stand by the old 
traditions. If the Republican 
Party had not trailed so far behind 
in necessary public reform, it 
would garner enough new voters 
to protect America from the threat 
of extremism. The failure by the 
GOP moves us closer to what 
amounts to a one-party system, al- 
ways dangerous in any political 
structure. Blind reactionaries in 
the GOP have identified the party 
with obstructionist policies against 
slum clearance, adequate housing 
for small and middle incomes, in- 
ereased minimum wage laws, bet- 
health facilities and many 
other things that young people are 
demanding. This leaves the field 
wide open to other political lead- 
ers who make the biggest promises. 
And that does not make a healthy 
political climate. 


ter 





Tobacco and Health 

False Advertising: The Fed- 
eral Trade Commission recently 
ordered cigarette manufacturers to 
quit lying in their advertising. 
Specifically the FTC ordered the 
makers of Camel and Old Gold 
cigarettes to cease their claims that 
their brands contained less nicotine 
and throat irritants than other 
cigarettes. Warnings were issued 
also to Lucky Strike, Philip Morris 
and others. “All cigarettes contain 
varying amounts of nicotine and 
throat irritants,” the FTC said, 
“and there is no reliable basis in 
fact for advertising claims that one 
brand is superior to another in 
these respects.” The FTC also 
reported that they had found that 
many testimonials used by cigarette 
manufacturers were false, mislead- 
ing and dishonest. Out of 43 tes- 
timonial signers, the FTC found 
that some of them didn’t smoke 
any cigarettes at all, while others 
admitted they hadn’t even read 
the testimonials before signing. 

Cigarettes and Cancer: An- 
other announcement of the rela- 
tionship of cigarette smoking to 
public health, especially as related 
to cancer, has been made recently 
by a leader in cancer research. In 
the past, newspapers have consist- 
ently suppressed news that threat- 
ened the profits of the great cigar- 
ette concerns that pour about 50 
million dollars a year into news- 
paper advertising. But some pa- 
pers are now realizing that they 
are losing public confidence be- 
cause of the suppression of such 
news, and so this new report by 
Dr. Evarts A. Graham to the Inter- 
American Congress of Surgery in 
Chicago got space in quite a few 
papers throughout the country, 
though others stuck it deep in 
their back pages or left it out al- 
together. Many editors resent such 
suppression as much as the readers, 
but the editorial rooms have been 
under terrific pressure from their 
advertising offices and from pub- 
lishers who are fearful of the con- 
tinued inroads of radio advertising 
and don’t want to further upset the 
advertising applecart. 

In the new report on cigarettes 
and cancer, Dr. Graham, surgical 
authority at Washington Univer- 
sity School of Medicine, St. Louis, 
reported that lung cancer, a rare 
condition 50 years ago, has now 
become probably the most common 
visceral cancer, at least in males. 
Dr. Graham pointed to the enor- 
mous increase in the sale of cigar- 
ettes during the last 50 years, 
which parallels the development of 
this particular cancer. Said Dr. 
Graham, “It is too early to give 
conclusive reports of this study, 
but it has already become very 
obvious that in the study of 400 


ceases of proven lung cancer it is 
(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


the profits and benefits going chiefly you know where. But nothing was 
provided for the fellow with a wife and three kids who earns $45 a 
week and is now paying $60 a month for three shabby rooms. The 
Truman Co-Op Housing Plan which left a wide margin of participation 
for private capital was the special target of the real estate interests. The 
Co-Op Housing Plan is unquestionably a radical departure from tra- 
ditional American community development. Many sincere Christian 
laymen oppose it, believing it would destroy free enterprise; other 
equally sincere Christian laymen warmly support it, believing that the 
provision of respectable, adequate housing for millions of low-income 
families leaves a greater surplus for other expenditures and offers se- 
curity in eventual ownership out of low rent-like payments — thus 
greatly benefits our free enterprises. 

But the real estate lobby based its pressure campaign in Congress 
on the reasoning that if the co-op idea ever got started in America, as 
it has in other countries such as Sweden, Denmark, Norway, etc., it 
would take millions of persons out of the real estate market. Instead 
of endlessly renting, buying and selling small individual housing units 
as people go up and down the economic ladder during good and bad 
times, a situation that understandably provides the life blood of the 
real estate business, a large segment of our urban population would soon 
be embedded in life-long plans of ownership in large housing projects — 
skillfully engineered for maximum space and comfort at minimum cost. 
So while there are divisions of opinion, the Fair Deal Administration has 
been handed a sizzling campaign weapon. The President will be at his 
best in his small town excursions when he swings into this issue. He’s 
going after the little fellow with three kids in the shabby three rooms. 
There are a lot of them — and they can vote. 


OTH PARTIES ARE HUNG UP on the nation-wide gambling 

scandals. Democratic party leaders don’t want an investigation of 
the country’s gambling and crime organizations because of the like- 
lihood of the revelation of close ties between the crooks and the big city 
Democratic political machines — “Especially, Oh Lord, not before 
election!” And the GOP isn’t comfortable over possible public reaction 
to revelations of the equally close tie the big crooks have with large 
business interests — telephone, telegraph, banking, ete. So chieftains of 
both parties sit on the lid as the public watches curiously and holds its 
nose. 


ONGRESSIONAL FURORE OVER COMMUNISM in the Govern- 
ment continues to erupt steam an dmud with very few facts, while 
the real and actual need for legislation to protect our Government from 
Communist infiltrations goes on ignored. For more than two years the FBI, 
through the Dept. of Justice, has been urging changes in existing legis- 
lation so that more effective steps could be taken against actual spies 
and saboteurs who are now able to slip in through loop holes in the 
immigration laws and the Foreign Agents Registration Act. But none 
of these practical, badly needed corrective steps have been taken by a 
Congress that has kept itself hysterical over the threat of communism! 
The House did pass a bill some weeks ago covering certain desirable se- 
curity measures, but the bill has never gotten anywhere near the Senate 
at the present writing. Instead of creating legislation that would bolster 
the effectiveness of our defense agencies, such as the FBI and military 
intelligence, Congress has attempted to take over the highly specialized 
task of detection but has uncovered nothing not already known and 
being dealt with by the FBI. This fact the press continually ignores 
though it has caused such confusion and distraction within our espionage 
defense system. All the congressional activities about communism has 
been summed up by the astute columnist Marquis Childs as “political 
gas.” 

With the Dept. of Justice begging for some adequate legislation, 
Congress has offered nothing but the Nixon-Mundt bill which has been 
denounced by many leading educators, clergymen and civic leaders. This 
bill would give a “Subversive Activities Board” arbitrary power; ap- 
pointed by the President, it would reflect his views. Thus if we had a 
strong conservative administration, or should, as a result of a severe 
depression, get a left-wing administration, this board could brand and 
crush all independent thought that did not fit the viewpoint of the clique 
in power. As one top educator has put it, “It’s hard to believe that 
mature, enlightened American minds could conceive of such a plan, 
knowing what we do about the fate of freedom in other countries.” 
Opposition is so strong against the bill it is not likely to go far in its 
present form. But aside from this, the actual effort to strengthen our 
national security against communism has been mostly noise and con- 
fusion, and the work of this Congress ean be put down as “operation 
zero.” 


Tobacco and Health 


(continued) 
very rare to encounter a case who 
has not been an excessive cigarette 
smoker for years or who has not 
formerly been a heavy smoker. 





Aleohol and Gasoline 

Aleohol plays a much larger part 
in causing trafic accidents than 
is revealed in conventional sta- 
tistics on drunken driving, accord- 
ing to a new study recently com- 
pleted in Sweden and reported in 
the March issue of The Quarterly 
Journal of Studies on Alcohol at 
Yale University. These studies 
reveal that even small quantities 
of alcohol curtail a driver’s ability 
to meet traffic emergencies. The 
present standards of measurement 
require that a driver be intoxicated 
to a rather obvious degree before 
it is admitted that aleohol has had 
a prominent place in the accident. 
According to the exhaustive Swed- 
ish studies carried out through the 
cooperation of 37 skilled drivers, 
most of them driving school in- 
structors between the ages of 20 
and 45, who were selected espec- 
ially for the test, it was revealed 
that even the smallest casual, social 
drink impaired the driver’s reflex- 
ive reactions between 25 and 30 
per cent on all the drivers tested. 
The usual careful driver became 
careless, judgment was impaired, 
self-confidence and casualness in- 
creased, and they pretended not to 
notice the commission of an ob- 
vious error. The pressure of the 
liquor industry in America to min- 
imize the place of alcohol in our 
mounting highway casualties will 
no doubt soft-pedal these findings. 





Sifting the News.... 
for trends and facts of basic 
significance to Christian think- 


ing, — this is the task of 
Between The Lines, a newsletter 
that thousands depend on for 
authoritative information in the 
fields of economics, labor, in- 
dustry, race relations, diplo- 
macy and military affairs. 

We are neither pro-labor nor 
anti-labor; we favor neither po- 
litical party over the other. 
We believe that, as communism 
threatens from without, — 
greed, selfishness and moral in- 
difference threaten us from 
within; that it is not enough to 
oppose war but that we must 
seek out and remedy the causes 
of war; that deception and ig- 
norance are the instruments of 
greed and hatred; that truth 
and constructive good will are 
the antidotes. 


Subscribe Today 
for a friend, — or for yourself 
if you do not already belong to 
this fellowship of truth. Only 
one dollar per year. 














